Eligibility for North Notts LEADER Programme

1) Diversification into non agricultural activities

 Aimed at members of a farm household (must operate a farm business at time of application). Up to 50%

 Types of activity

·  Retailing

· Manufacturing or service industries

· Recreation

· Equestrian

· Creative industries

· Environmental technologies (including landscape enhancement)

· Renewable energy, including storage of wood fuels etc

 Types of eligible support

·  Capital equipment grant

· Start-up revenue costs

· Market research or feasibility studies

· Market support

· Product development

· Branding, design

· Technical skills acquisition

· Coaching and mentoring support

· Bespoke training intrinsic to individual project applications

· Technical support to establish new businesses and help existing businesses consolidate

 

2) Support for micro enterprises

Aimed at existing micro- enterprises (less than 10 employees and a turnover of less than 2 million euro) or new start micro enterprises. Up to 50%.

Types of activity

·  Retailing

· Manufacturing or service industries

· Recreation

· Equestrian

· Creative industries

· Environmental technologies (including landscape enhancement)

· Renewable energy, including storage of wood fuels etc

 Types of eligible support

·  Capital equipment grant

· Start-up revenue costs

· Market research or feasibility studies

· Market support

· Product development

· Branding, design

· Technical skills acquisition

· Coaching and mentoring support

· Bespoke training intrinsic to individual project applications

· Technical support to establish new businesses and help existing businesses consolidate

 

3) Tourism

This is aimed primarily at the development and marketing of tourism services relating to rural tourism. Up to 100% depending on commercial return.

 

Types of activity

·  Small scale infrastructure such as information centres and signposting to rural tourist sites

· Recreational infrastructure such as that offering access to natural rural areas and the historic environment

· Small-scale accommodation provision and upgrading of existing provision when justified by significant wider benefits

· The development and/or marketing of tourism services

· Assisting tourism providers to develop clusters and business initiatives to meet vistor needs and market their products or services

· Networking and collaboration within the tourism industry including benchmarking

· Supporting the development of new ‘niche’ markets, e.g. green tourism

· Promotion of quality regional and local food culture and rural crafts linked to tourism

· Improved information and booking arrangements including e-tourism and other use of ICT

 Types of eligible support

·  Grant aid towards the cost of small-scale capital investments

· Feasibility studies and start-up revenue costs

· Cost of establishing collaboration initiatives

· Bespoke training intrinsic to individual projects

· Technical support to establish new businesses and help existing businesses consolidate, improve quality and expand.

 

4) Conservation and upgrading of rural heritage 

Aimed at conserving and enhancing rural heritage as a basis for sustainable economic growth in rural areas. Up to 100%. 

Types of activity

· Identify local community needs and develop environmental audits and action plans

· Undertake small scale infrastructure improvements

· Studies and investments associated with maintenance, restoration and upgrading of the cultural heritage

Eligible costs

·  Grant aid towards the cost of capital investments

· Interpretation and materials

· Research studies

· Audits

 

5) Training and information for Economic Actors

Aimed at the human potential to unlock economic benefits of the rural economy. I.e. Economic actors, businesses, social enterprises, charities and other formally constituted groups.

 

Eligible activities

·  Provision of training and information, including business skills and technical skills, in support of rural enterprises, non-agricultural farm diversification, business and rural tourism

· Support shall not include courses of instruction or training which form any part of the normal education programmes or systems at secondary or higher education 

Eligible costs

·  Trainers/facilitators/mentors

· Training needs assessments

· Training venues and refreshments

· Course materials and examination fees

· Course evaluation costs

· Project management costs for training organisers

· Small scale infrastructure/capital costs

